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Cisco Systems is migrating from using two separate QOS exams to a new single QOS exam. The older exams were the DQOS exam (9E0-601), and the QOS exam (642-641). The Cisco DQOS Exam Certification Guide, by Michael Cavanaugh and Wendell Odom, focuses on the older QOS exams, particularly on exam 9E0-601.

Cisco’s new QOS exam is called Implementing Cisco Quality of Service exam, or simply QOS for short. The new exam number is 642-642.

A new book focused on the new QOS exam, Cisco QOS Exam Certification Guide, Second Ed., will be available from Cisco Press in October 2004. In the meantime, many people have asked for some study hints for the new exam, and how to best use the existing book to study for the new QOS exam.

For the definitive guide to the topics on the new Cisco QOS exam, look to www.cisco.com, or more specifically, http://www.cisco.com/warp/public/10/wwtraining/certprog/testing/current_exams/642-642.html.

For those of you reading the Cisco DQOS Exam Certification Guide, you can skip the following topics when preparing for the new QOS exam:

Chapter 3: CAR, PBR, VoIP Dial Peer

Chapter 4: IPRTP Priority

Chapter 5: CAR, FRTS, GTS, DTS

Chapter 6: FRED

Chapter 7: Compression configuration 

Chapter 8: All 

Chapter 9: Management Tools

Chapter 10: Switch model specific QoS features, and CATOS QoS configuration

For those of you reading the Cisco DQOS Exam Certification Guide, you will want to read more information on several topics. These topics should not surprise anyone who read Cisco’s posted exam topics for both the old and the new exams; anyone who carefully reads the old DQOS exam topics from the Cisco web site, and then looks at the exam topics for the new exam, would find these same new topics.

The best source is the IOS documentation for IOS version 12.3, which can be found at http://www.cisco.com/univercd/home/home.htm. (Note: The Cisco online documentation for IOS 12.3 is separated into docs on the new features in 12.3, plus the existing IOS 12.2 docs. Several of the features listed below are new for mainline IOS 12.3.)

· Auto QoS, for routers, 2950 switches, and CATOS 6500 switches

· VPN Pre-classification (http://www.cisco.com/univercd/cc/td/doc/product/software/ios122/122newft/122t/122t2/ftqosvpn.htm#1019701)

· Explicit Congestion Notification (ECN; a WRED feature) (http://www.cisco.com/univercd/cc/td/doc/product/software/ios122/122newft/122t/122t8/ftwrdecn.htm)

· New command options in version 12.3 for all MQC-based tools

· Class-Based RTP and TCP header compression configuration (http://www.cisco.com/univercd/cc/td/doc/product/software/ios122/122newft/122t/122t8/ftwrdecn.htm)

· Catalyst 2950 QoS concepts and configuration. (http://www.cisco.com/univercd/cc/td/doc/product/lan/cat2950/12119ea1/2950scg/swqos.htm)

